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SECTION B

Read Figures 1 to 3 and the following extracts (A and B) before answering Question 6.

Answer ALL Questions 6(a) to 6(e), and EITHER Question 6(f) OR Question 6(g).

You are advised to spend 1 hour and 5 minutes on this section.

Question 6

The UK economy

Figure 1: Unemployment – International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the claimant 
count, millions, 2010-2016 
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(Source: ONS Datasets, https://www.ons.gov.uk/)
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Figure 2: Household savings*, 2010-2015
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(Source: http://www.tradingeconomics.com/united-kingdom/personal-savings)

Figure 3: UK average house prices, 2005–2016
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(Source: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/house-prices/ 
the-state-of-the-uk-housing-market-in-five-charts/) 
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Extract A

Soaring house prices

House prices are still rising rapidly. The average UK house price was £214   000 in June 
2016, according to the Office for National Statistics (ONS). This is £24   000 more than it 
was at its peak in September 2007, just before the economic downturn. First-time buyers 
have experienced the largest rise in house prices.

Even the loss of consumer confidence over Britain’s vote to leave the EU did not stop 
house prices from rising – annual growth increased from 5.2% in July 2016 to 5.6% in 
August 2016. House price growth was the strongest in London, with annual average 
prices rising by 9.6%. However, in Wales average house prices actually fell by 0.5% during 
the same period. In its first post-Brexit referendum forecast, estate agency Countrywide 
said that house prices will fall by 1% across the UK in 2017, before rising by 2% in 2018. 

Real household income in the UK fell by 10.4% in the years following the financial crisis. 
This increased the difference between real income and house prices. In 1997, a house 
cost little more than twice the average income. By early 2015, the average price of a 
house was five times the average annual income. 

The rate of home ownership for 25 to 34-year-olds has fallen to 35.8% over the last 
twenty-five years as houses became less affordable. First-time buyers have to wait longer 
to save up for a house deposit. Conversely, home ownership has risen to 78.6% among 
those aged 65 to 74. 

(Source: adapted from ‘The state of the UK housing market in five charts’,  
The Telegraph, http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/house-prices/
the-state-of-the-uk-housing-market-in-five-charts/; ‘UK house price 

growth slows as demand cools after Brexit vote’, The Guardian, 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2016/sep/30/uk-house-

price-growth-slows-demand-cools-brexit-vote-nationwide)

Extract B

UK migration trends in the year ending June 2016 
 
Inward migration levels are among the highest ever recorded with an estimated  650  000 
people moving to the UK. This is an increase of around 11  000 from the previous year.

Employment remains the most common reason for long-term migration (312  000) to the 
UK, with around 182  000 of these coming with a definite job and 130 000 looking for 
work. 

Long-term migration to the UK for study was estimated to be 163  000. In addition, 
80  000 long-term migrants arrived in the UK to accompany their families. There were  
41 280 refugees applying for asylum, including dependants, of which 10 547 people were 
granted asylum. Asylum applicants cannot usually accept offers of employment while 
their case is being processed. 

(Source: adapted from ‘Migration Statistics Quarterly Report: December 2016’, ONS, https://
www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/
internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/dec2016)
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